Appendix D. Irish National Movement Group Strength Data

Year Hierarchy Evidence for Movement Hierarchy

1914 L1.IPP (NH) The IPP had defeated the only SF candidate for Parliament in 1908 73% to 27%"; while
C2. SF (RH) the IPP was clearly the strongest in parliamentary elections

1915 L1. IPP (NH) The vast majority of 180,00 Irish Volunteers followed the IPP’s suggestion and fought
C2. SF (RH) with the British in WWI, 10,000 broke off at the behest of SF*

1916 L1.IPP (NH) 2,558 fighters, the majority Irish Volunteeers who shunned thf IPP, led the Easter Rising
C2. SF (RH) in Dublin, Galway, and elsewhere”

1917 L1.IPP (NH) Sinn Fein and the Irish Volunteers (IRA) merged under common 1ea§1ership, SF won four
C2. SF/IRA (RH) by-elections over the IPP, had 125,000 members

Sinn Féin won 73 of 105 seats in December parliamentary elections for Ireland and 35 of

1918 Hl: SE/IRA (RH) 37 head-to-head contests with the IPP, who won only 6 seats’; the IRA had 14,842
$2: IPP (NH) members in at least 212 branches®; SF increased from 1,250 to 1,700 clubs across Ireland’
1919 HI. SF/IRA (RH) SF set up its own parligment (the Dail Eireann), which directed the IRA iq the II'ISh War of
S2: IPP (NH) Independence with thousands of fighters and no other significant Irish militia
1920 H1. SF/IRA (RH) Despite the British instituting a new proportional representation system specifically to8
S2: IPP (NH) weaken SF’s vote, SF won 1079 seats to the IPP’s 288 in local elections across Ireland
1921 H1. SF/IRA (RH) SF won 124 of 128 seats in the Dail elections’; the British (over)estimated that the IRA
S2: IPP (NH) had 100,000-200,000 members, although far fewer regulars10
L1. Pro-Treaty SF (RL) Pro-”l."reatl}l/.SF candid.ates won 58 seats vs. .35 for anti-Tre.at.y SF candidates in the Péil
1922 C2. Anti-Treaty SF (RC) elections” ; the IPP dissolved and many of its supporters joined the Pro-Treaty SF; the
larger Free State Army defeated the Anti-Treaty rebels within a year
L1. Nationalist Party (NH)  The Nationalist Party had led the movement for years'?, received 8% of the vote in 1965
1968 C2.NDP (NC) Stormont elections vs. 5% for the NDP; SF’s Republican Clubs were banned in 1967,
C3. IRA/SF (RH) the IRA had 1,039 members in 1966, although fewer active members (212 in 1967)"
L1. Nationalist Party
gL%\IDP (NC) The Nationalist Party won 8% of the vote in Stormont elections, NDP 5%, PD 4%; at the
1969 C3: PD (NC) end of 1969 and early 1970, 25-35% f)fthe I.RA/SF’S 1,200 members sp111t40fft0 form the
C4. OIRA/OSF (RL) PIRA/PSF, the remaining majority formed the OIRA/OSF
C5. PIRA/PSF (RC)
L1. SDLP (NH) 15 of 16 companies in Belfast shifted from the OIRA to the PIRA, which now had three
C2. OIRA/OSF (RL) brigades, the OIRA was still dominant in Derry (300 members), Newry, and South
1970 C3. PIRA/PSF (RC) Down'’; the SDLP was formed with 6 MPs and became the dominant nationalist party as
2 Subordinates NDP merged into it'®; OIRA had the most funding, £2 million from robberies in 1970s"’
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L1. SDLP (NH)
C2. OIRA/OSF (RL)

The SDLP’s first conference drew over 300 delegates representing tens of thousands of
supporters'®; the SDLP was stronger than republican groups in Derry and overall in the

1971 C3. PIRA/PSF North, but the PIRA may have held sway in Belfast; 80% of the people arrested in the first
: RO) : 19 20, 7.
3 Subordinates waves of internment were from the OIRA/OSF ”; the PIRA had 800 members™; Irish
intelligence estimated there were 20,000-40,000 OIRA/PIRA supporters in the Republic21
L1. SDLP (NH) PIRA/PSF, OIRA/OSF, and SDLP members agree that by 1972, the PIRA had become the
C2. PIRA/PSF (RL) leading republican groupzz; the PIRA had 1,000 members (550 fighters); the OIRA/OSF
1972 3. 0IRA/OSF (RC) had 750 members (330 fighters)>’; PIRA/PSF had slightly more funds than the
2 Subordinates OIRA/OSF, which had ten times as much funding as SDLP until the 1980s**
L1. SDLP (NH) . o
C2. PIRA/PSF (RL) In the Assen}bly elections, the SDLP won 22% of the vote and 19 out of 78 seats, no other
1973 C3. OIRA/OSF (RC) nationalist party won a seat, the OIRA/OSF got 2% of the vote and the PIRA/PSF
- - boycotted, but turnout was high?>; PIRA/PSF had support of 25% of Catholic population®®
2 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH)
C2. PIRA/PSF (RL) The INLA/IRSP split from the OIRA, initially taking 80-100 of its 800-1000 members®’;
1974  C3. OIRA/OSF (RC) the INLA won many more defectors in 1974, including most of the OIRA in Derry, half of
C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) its membership in the Belfast Market district, and the entire OIRA unit in Divis Flats?®
2 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH)
C2. PIRA/PSF (RL) By January 1975, INLA/IRSP had 400-700 members, while the OIRA/OSF had lost over a
1975 C3. OIRA/OSF (RC) third of its membership, now had 1500 members, 500 in OIRA, PIRA had 1000-2000
C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) members”’; the SDLP won 24% of the vote in Assembly elections™
2 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH) British intelligence claims the OIRA/OSF had 1,500 members, 500 of whom are OIRA,
1976 C2. PIRA/PSF (RL) PIRA/PSF has 2,000 members, 500 active PIRA, after internal and external feuds the
C3. OIRA/OSF (RC) INLA/IRSP had 40 registered members and total income under £1,000%%; 36% of Irish
3 Subordinates youth supported the PIRA and their actions, while 51% denounced them®
L1. SDLP (NH) The (P)IRA maintained 1000-2000 members in the mid-1970s, although Adams-
C2. IRA/SF (RL) McGuinness leadership cut active IRA members to 300**; OSF/OIRA changed names to
1977 C3. SFWP/Group B (RC) Sinn Féin The Workers’ Party (Republican Clubs-The Worker’s Party in the North) and

3 Subordinates

Group B**; SDLP won 21% of the vote in local elections, RCWP won 3% but Irish
intelligence still considered Group B a “a serious threat™
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L1. SDLP (NH)
C2. IRA/SF (RL)

IRA/SF had support of 46% of Catholic population®®, 21% support vs. 61% opposed in
Republic’’; the IRA had £950,000 in income®; the INLA/IRSP conducted two successful

1978  C3. SFWP/Group B (RC) robberies that netted £490,000, allowing it to buy many weapons and support more

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) members™”; Group B took £150,000 in one robbery and much more from building and tax-

2 Subordinates exemption scams”’

L1. SDLP (NH) IRA maintained 500 active members and £1.5 million“; “The IRSP was on the rise from

C2. IRA/SF (RL) 1979-1982” in membership, although it had spent all of the robbery money from 1978%%;
1979  C3. SFWP/Group B (RC) SFWP won 19 seats in local Irish elections, RCWP won 2% of the vote to the SDLP’s

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) 18% in Westminster elections, but RCWP beat SDLP in a key by-election*’; Group B had

2 Subordinates a few hundred active members**

L1. SDLP (NH)
1980 gg IS%%?’EG(E){:})) B (RC) SF had 5,000 members v&;i;h 400 branches in the early 1980s*; SDLP mer:;bership

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) increased by 25%""; SFWP had close to 2,000 registered members

2 Subordinates

]6; ?&/I;IEI\EEI{) Two IRSP c.andidates won seats in the Northern Ireland co.uncﬂ elect.ions, and the

’ INLA/IRSP gained hundreds of members from the hunger strikes in which 7 IRA and 3

1981 C3. SFWP/Group B (RC) INLA members died (agreement was for 3:1 IRA to INLA ratio)*®; SF got an average of

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) . . 49 ’

p 10% in elections, SDLP 17.5%
2 Subordinates
]6; ?&/I;IEI\EEI{) The SDLP contested seats in every constituency on an abstentionist platform, wary (;(f)‘
’ being defeated by SF; the SDLP won 19% in Assembly elections, PSF 10%, WP 3%";

1982  C3. WP/Group B (RC) . . .

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) Group B brought in £300,000 in another robbery but star.ted ;[(l) lose strength due to its lack

> Subordinates of support for the hunger strikes

L1. SDLP (NH)

C2. IRA/SF (RL) WP membership grew by 30%; the SDLP was “cash-strapped™? although it won 18% of
1983 C3. WP/Group B (RC) the vote in Westminster elections, SF 13%, WP 2%, Group B maintained a “sizeable”

C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) presence in Belfast, Newry, and the North with 200 members™*

2 Subordinates

L1. SDLP (NH) SDLP member claims “We were the stronger party, but [SF] were consistently polling 10-
1984  C2.IRA/SF (RL) 11 percent of the vote” within one-third of the SDLP**; SDLP won 22% in European

C3. WP/Group B (RC)

Parliament elections, SF 13%°°; Group B was unable to recruit new members®’
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C4. INLA/IRSP (RC)

2 Subordinates

L1. SDLP (NH)
C2. IRA/SF (RL)

WP/Group B members were arrested on fraud charges, leading to a significant decrease in

1985 C3. WP/Group B (RC) fundraising and a “dire” financial situation®®; SDLP won 18% in local elections, SF 12%,
C4. INLA/IRSP (RC) WP 2%°%; WP prioritized socialism and all but dropped republicanism
2 Subordinates
The INLA/IRSP was seriously weakened by splits (into the IPLO) and informants, which
L1. SDLP (NH) spelled the end of the group’s .sign‘iﬁcan?em; SF c.ontinued to grow by pulling in voters
1986 C2. IRA/SF (RH) and members from other partles, including the Irish Independence. Pa‘rty and.People’s
4 Subordinates D(?mocracy, Who all. but merged into SF by 1986; SF ended abst§nt10nlsm Whlch ledtoa
split to Republican Sinn Féin (RSF), but RSF was a small subordinate that did not threaten
PIRA/PSF’s position
L1. SDLP (NH) SDLP won 21% of the vote in Westminster elections, SF 11%, WP 3%61; IRA/SF had £7
1987 C2.IRA/SF (RH) 1 62 63
- million of revenue’~; IRA had several hundred members
4 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH) IRA had 550 active volunteers®*; IRA intel claimed Group B had 55 largely apolitical
1988 C2.IRA/SF (RH) members in its Belfast strongholds, but “there was a war for the hegemony of the working
4 Subordinates class areas, and [Group B] wouldn’t lie down and go away®
L1. SDLP (NH)
1989  C2.IRA/SF (RH) IRA had 460 active members®®; SDLP wins 21% in local elections, SF 11%°’
4 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH)
1990 C2.IRA/SF (RH) IRA had 460 active members®; SDLP wins 21% in local elections, SF 11%%
4 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH)
1991  C2.IRA/SF (RH) The IRA/SF had £6 million/year in income™
4 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH) SDLP won 24% of the vote in Westminster elections, SF 10%’'; the WP was £600,000 in
1992 C2.IRA/SF (RH) debt’?; the IRA eliminated the IPLO"?; most of the WP’s leaders split over ties to Group B
3 Subordinates and socialism, and Official Republicanism all but came to an end’*
L1. SDLP (NH)
1993  C2.IRA/SF (RH) SDLP wins 22% in local elections, SF 12%
3 Subordinates
L1. SDLP (NH)
1994 C2.IRA/SF (RH) SDLP won 29% in European Parliament elections, SF 10%76; IRA had 500 members’’
4 Subordinates
1995 L1.SDLP (NH) SDLP won 29% in European Parliament elections, SF 10%’%; IRA had 500 members’
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C2. IRA/SF (RH)

4 Subordinates

L1. SDLP (NH)
1996  C2.IRA/SF (RH)

4 Subordinates

SDLP won 21% in NI Forum elections, SF 16%°’; the IRA/SF had £5-6 million in income
in 1996-1998%

L1. SDLP (NH)
1997  C2.IRA/SF (RH)

5 Subordinates

SDLP won 21% in local elections, SF 17%%?; the Real IRA had only a few dozen
members®

L1. SDLP (NH)
1998  C2.IRA/SF (RH)

5 Subordinates

SF was near equals with the SDLP (18 vs. 22% in Assembly elections), and SF defeated
the SDLP for the first time at the 2001 local elections 21% to 19%84; as the SDLP’s Denis
Haughey said, “Sinn Féin stole our clothes™’; the Real IRA splinter group had 70
members, the CIRA fewer than 50%¢
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